AND THE CAVE OF THE NATIVITY.          3ti
From hence we were led through the inner
parts of the church, now cut off from this fine
nave in consequence of the possession of the
peculiar sanctuaries being constantly disputed
by the Greeks, the Armenians, and the Ca-
tholics. No part of the interior is either chaste
or handsome, though some portion of the
Armenian altars have great richness amid the
fantastic profusion of their ornaments*
We were conducted by dark passages to the
grottoes boJow; among which was that of St.
Jerome, who passed the greater part of his life
here, and of whom there is a wretched picture,
representing him nearly naked, in the act of
writing^ that of Santa Paula, and Santa Eus-
tasia,   the Roman  mother and daughter, de-
scendants of Gracchus and Scipio ; that of the
chapel of the Innocents; of Saint Eusebius of
Cremona ; and of Joseph, the husband of the
Virgin Mary.   Jp ail these, the paintings are of
the meanest kind ; but that which represents the
Roman mother  and daughter in  death,   has
something melancholy and impressive in it.
The principal sanctuary -of Bethlehem is the
Grotto of the Nativity, the descent to which is
by twenty or thirty steps, all below the general
level of the church. These lead down narrow
and winding passages, so as to render it alto-
gether certain that this never could have been
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